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Characters

Veronica Hegarty, Liam Hegarty

Mr. & Mrs. Hegarty + 12: Midge, Bea, Ernest,
Stevie, Ita, Mossie, Liam, Veronica, Kitty,
Alice, and the twins, Ivor and Jem

Ada, Charlie, Lambert Nugent

Tom, Emily, Rebecca

Setting
Ireland, England

Point of View
First person - Veronica
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Plot Summary

First line: “I would like to write down what
happened in my grandmother’s house the
summer I was eight or nine, but I am not sure if
it really did happen.”

Veronica Hegarty narrates the story of her Irish
Catholic family of twelve children. The story
centers on a disturbing event that occurred one
summer when she and two of her siblings, Liam
and Kitty, were sent to live with their
grandmother. Liam never quite recovers from
the events of that summer and some thirty years
later has killed himself. As the family gathers for
Liam’s wake and funeral, Veronica, whose life is
picture perfect on the outside, must confront
some of her own demons.

Discussion Questions

e s Veronica a reliable narrator? Do you trust
her narrative? Her memories?

e How far back do you think a mistake can be
traced? Are Veronica’s grandparents at fault
for what happens to Liam?

e How significant is distance — both physical
and emotional — to the story?

e [s this Liam’s story or Veronica’s? Who do
you sympathize with most?
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